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REV’D DR. JONATHAN L. JEFFORDS, INTERIM PASTOR, MULLINS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Years ago, when I served in Conference leadership, I was part of the early conversations about what a new
conference might look like as the legacy Memphis and Tennessee Conferences came together. One of the people
who helped guide that process was Gil Rendle, a respected leader and consultant across The United Methodist
Church.

Something Gil said during that work has stayed with me:
“Time is short. Work slowly.”

It sounds counterintuitive. When time is short, our instinct is usually to hurry. Decide. Fix. Get something done.

I have come to hear those words differently. Work slowly means making room for prayerful discernment. Listen
carefully. Pay attention to what is already happening. Be willing to consider something we have never tried before.
Honor the legacy we have received while remaining open to the new things God may be doing among us. That
seems particularly appropriate for this season at Mullins.

I come to you after nearly four decades as a United Methodist pastor and teacher. I understand my ministry here as
stewardship. For these months, I have been entrusted with pastoral leadership of this congregation: to worship with
you, care for you, work alongside your staff and lay leadership, and help Mullins remain focused on the ministry
God has given us.

And there is ministry to do.

For 181 years, Mullins has sought to be the church in this community through worship, study, service, and
witness. We honor that legacy by receiving it gratefully and remaining attentive to where the Holy Spirit is leading
now.

Who are our neighbors today? What is happening around us that deserves our attention? Where is God already at
work? What might we try that we have never tried before?

We need not rush to answer those questions. We can pray them. We can listen to one another. We can pay attention
to our community. And when the Spirit gives us direction, we can have the courage to respond.

Our time together may be short.
So let us work slowly, faithfully, and with expectation.
P



September Birthdays & Anniversaries

Birthdays

T. J. Scruggs .ccoveeeeevvvieeeennnn.
Gwynne May.......cccceeeeeeeeeeennnnnns
Knox Martin ......cccceeeeeeiiinnnn,
Lisa Chitwood.......c...cceeevvvnnnnenn.
Whitney Coulombe.....................
Lori Waddell ..............ccooeeee.
Kathryn Black ........cccoeeeeeiiinnnn.
Linda Morris......ccooeeeeevevinnnennnne.
Patrick Murphy ......cccccovvvvenens
Ben Dean Malone .....................
Laura Love ......cccceeeeeeeiiiiiiinnnnnn.
Lucy Townsend...........ccccceeeennne.
Ron Turnpaugh..................o...
Kathryn Parker .........cceennnn....
Anna Johnson ..........ccccoeeeee

UWF Schedules Program

On Dorothy Day House!

Please join the United
Women in Faith at 10:30 in
the Chapel as we re-gather
Tuesday, September 1, after
a summer hiatus.

A special program on the
Dorothy Day House will be
presented by Tracy Burgess,
our guest speaker. Interested
guests and newcomers are
encouraged to attend.

After the meeting we will
enjoy a great lunch by Kathy
Carter in Fellowship Hall.

Please Note: Donations for
Dorothy Day families will be
greatly appreciated (dish
soap, toothpaste for children,
and allergy free detergent).
Collection bins will be inside
Circle Drive entry and in
Hall of Apostles.

--Margaret Brown
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Litter Mates

Join the Litter Mates for
one hour of good clean fun on
Saturday, September 5, in
Marquette Park! We'll see
how much we can accomplish
from 10 am — 11 am! Donuts
and equipment provided.

For more information,
contact Emily Pittman.

Johnny Welch..........cccoovvveiiieiiiieeee, 20
"""""" Date Reed BUrton .........cccocveeveeveveeeeviceineenn. 21
"""""""""" 1 Laura Cordera......ccccccevvvvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiieeneennnnn. 22
------------------ 1 Julia HOWell ..o 23
------------------- 2 Diana Philips.....o.veeveeeeveeeeeeeereseseresserennns 24
""""""""" 3 Margaret Brown........ccooeeevvvieeeeeiiiiiieecninnnn.... 28
"""""""""" 5 Sarah Lienhard..............cccccooiieeineiinl . 28
------------------- 5 Allison EAAinS ........ovveevveeereerrerreesrrennn 29
"""""""""" 7 Rev. Larry Chitwood..............ccoevvvvvinnnnnnn..... 29
.................. 9
................. 1 1 Anniversaries
12 Greg & Amanda Rigg.........cceeeeveieeieeeeeeennnnnn. 1
""""""""" 16 Richard Park & Cusi De La Cruz..................2
"""""""""""" 16 Diana & Rob Philips ......cccccceeeeeiiiiiviiiiceene . B
"""""""""""" 18 Cheryl & David Eddins...............ccceennn........... 6
............ 18 David & Mary Anne Sullivan......................22
................. 18 (Please notify church office of changes/ additions)

Labor Day Fundraisers

To Support Missions
It’s BBQ) & Bake Sale time!
Don’t forget to pick up your
pre-ordered pints and quarts
of delicious pulled pork BBQ
after church services Septem-
ber 6, just in time to enjoy for
Labor Day or Sunday lunch.

This is a great way to
support childhood education
in Zambia through the
Maanza a Leza ministry.

Many thanks to the
Friends and Followers Class,
faithful sponsors of the
popular BBQ benefit.

The same day, you may
shop the great Bake Sale to
be sponsored by UWF and
Maaza volunteers in Fellow-
ship Hall, featuring lots of
delicious goodies! Don’t miss
it! ---Brenda Carson



Back-to-School Blessings

Bible Presentations

[yl

has her first novel, “The Sunday
Malefactor,” debuting Sept. 12. Watch
for upcoming promotions of this
“haunting Southern mystery.”
(Contact: Sonny Johns, 901-849-0331)

Adopt-a-School staff treats!

Let us encourage one another!
---Hebrews 10:25

-

God’s gifts found outside Sunday School entry!

The Little Saints Class planted tomatoes
and they produced! Their parsley is still
living as well! Thank you Carol Griffin for
looking after them! The hands and feet of
Jesus are in the garden!  --- Anne Phillips




September Worship

Weekly on-site worship services are live-streamed

Sept. 6—Holy Communion
Message: Rev’'d Dr. Jonathan L.
Jeffords

Altar Flowers: In honor of Lisa Chitwood’s birthday
from Pastor Larry Chitwood

Sept. 13
Message: Rev'd Dr. Jonathan L. Jeffords

Sept. 20

Message: Rev'd Dr. Jonathan L. Jeffords
Altar Flowers: In memory of Imogene
Howell from Julia Howell

Altar Flowers: In memory of Katie Welch
from Johnny Welch

Sept. 27

Message: Rev'd Dr. Jonathan L. Jeffords
Altar Flowers: In honor of the 36 wedding
anniversary of Mary Anne & David Sullivan

Communion Offering: N\,
b /1\. A

Grace Place (¢ ‘LM-J )

Women's Prison Ministry

Grace Place
ETHODIST

September Liturgist: Julia Howell

Ushers: Johnny Welch, Charlsie Carrol,
Kim Ray, Katie Williams

Altar Flowers

Please sign up to honor or remember loved
ones with flowers. The Flower Calendar is
posted outside the office, or you may call the
office, and we will be happy to assist you.

Prayer List

Recent Requests:

Molly Tracy Suzie Morris

(Note: The complete prayer list is on tables at church
entrances. Please call office for removals or changes.)

Condolences

*To Kathy Carter and family in the loss of
her husband and our brother in Christ
Charles Carter.

On-Site Attendance

Aug.2 Aug.9 Aug. 16 Aug. 23 Aug. 30
8:30 Chapel-----16------26------22-------16----~-NA
10:50 Worship----95-----78------99-------T3------NA

Budget

In memory of Charles Carter by Molly Tracy

In memory of Charles Carter by Don & Linda
Mayhan

In memory of Rhodes & Frances Vawter by Philip
& Barbara Dagastino

Mullins Community Orchestra

In memory of Charles Carter by Kent & Pam
Stratton

St. John’s Soup Kitchen

In memory of Charles Carter by Ginny Wilcox
Special Project

In memory of Lisa Johns by Vicki Rush

In memory of Lisa Johns by Linda & Don Mayhan

Special Gifts

e-Giving
You may give online from our website, by
clicking the Give Now link. You also may text
“Mullins” to 73256



September 2026
Meetings & Special Events

Tue., Sept. 1---UWF meeting, 10:30, Chapel
UWF lunch, noon, FH
Sat., Sept. 5---Litter Mates,10-11, Marquette Park
Sun., Sept. 6---Labor Day Fundraisers for missions
(BBQ benefit & Bake Sale)
---Chancel Choir returns to Loft!
---Homebound Communion visits
Mon., Sept. 7---Office Closed (Labor Day Holiday)
Wed., Sept. 9---Grief Support Group, 10, Parlor
---Women’s Prayer Group, 11, Gym
Thu., Sept. 10---Wesley Foundation Student Lunch
Mon., Sept.14---Church Council, 6 pm (note new date)
Wed., Sept. 23---Grief Support Group, 10, Parlor
---Women’s Prayer Group, 11, Gym
Tue., Sept. 29---Trustees, 6 pm

Upcoming Events

Oct. 3, Choir Retreat, 9 - 11

Litter Mates, 10 - 11

Blessing of the Animals, 1 pm
Oct. 4, World Communion Sunday

Weekly September Schedule:

Sunday

8:30 am, Chapel Service

9:45 am, Sunday School

10:50 am, Worship in Sanctuary

Wednesday

10:00, Grief Support Group, Parlor (2nd & 4th Wed)
11:00, Women’s Prayer Group, Gym (2nd & 4th Wed)
6:00, Chancel Choir Rehearsal (resumes Sept. 2)

Thursday
6:30, Community Orchestra rehearsal

Wesley Lunch Sept. 10

If you would like to help offer hospitality
to college students at the Wesley Foundation
September 10, please contact Julia Howell for more
information! We will be serving lunch in the Wesley
facility on the University of Memphis campus.

Staff Information

Senior Pastor: Larry Chitwood

Interim Pastor: Rev’d Dr. Jonathan L.
Jeffords

Administrative Assistant
Elaine Winn
elaine@mullinsumc.org

Financial & Membership Administrator
Lisa Crawford
lisa@mullinsumc.org

Director of Music Ministries
Terrell Hall
terrell@mullinsumc.org

Musical Accompanist
Rebecca McGuire
rebecca@mullinsumc.org

Children’s Ministry Director
Tiffany Lane
tiffany@mullinsumc.org

Mullins Messenger
The Mullins Messenger is prepared

electronically and posted on the Mullins web
site on the first of each month. Printed copies

are available through the church office.
Deadline for the October issue is Sept. 24.
Please submit articles to the office.

Mullins Mission Statement
We are the hands and feet of Jesus by

loving our church family and embracing our

diverse community through worship, study,
service and witness.

To everything there is a
season, a time for every
purpose under Heaven.

---Ecclesiastes 3:1
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