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Our view from “Basecamp” - Rice and Beans Ministries

Thank you Mullins UMC family, friends
and neighbors!
Mullins United Methodist Church
4 N. Mendenhall Road
Memphis, TN 38117
USA

Volunteers in Mission: Mullins Youth Mission Team

Pictured in the park across from the Alajuela Backpackers Hotel from left to right: Lillie, John Thomas, Camille, Zoe,
Cece, Callie, LeeAnn, Maddie, Ken, Martha, Ellen, Rachael and Hannah.

J.T., Maddie (hiding), Callie, Ellen Hannah, Martha, Rachael, Lillie, Zoe, LeeAnn (hiding) Cece, and Ken

Rev. Camille Bradley - Associate Pastor,
Minister of Youth and Recreation and Mission
Team Leader

I am pictured here with my new friend, Diana.
Zoe can be seen in the background on the
right. I met Diana and so many beautiful
children our first morning in the field in St.
Romone. After a 90 minute drive from
Basecamp, we arrived at this open air pavillion
that serves as both a school and a place of
worship. In the mornings, each team went to
different villages to engage the local children in
Bible Camp.
After almost a year of planning and fundraising, it was wonderful to finally be in the mission field. This trip
was both challenging and transforming for me. The schedule and physical demands were more than what I
have been used to at home. Yet, it was always well worth the time and energy to be allowed to engage the
lives of so many amazing people and to see so many smiles like Diana’s above. After Bible Camp the teams left
the kids and found a place close by to make and eat lunch from the supplies we loaded on the bus earlier at
Basecamp. After lunch, we filled the hand-decorated Rice & Beans bags with the food supplies we had loaded
on the bus. We then ventured back into the same village where we had been for Bible Camp.
We went from house to house to share the food bags and ask if we could pray with the families. I was
delighted when we came to a house where I found Diana timidly peeking around her mother’s leg wearing
that same beautiful smille. After prayers, her mother hugged me and blessed me and I walked away with
moist eyes and a grace filled heart. Thanks be to God and thank you Mullins! ~ Camille

Partnered with Rice & Beans Ministries . . .

Lilllie Hixson with a new
friend at Bible Camp. Lilly is a
senior at White Station High
School, one of our new youth
“co-presidents.” Lilly became
a member of Mullins United
Methodist Church on Sunday,
August 21, 2016, after several
years in the youth group.

In her own words…
Costa Rica was an amazing spiritual journey. I learned so much about myself and my faith. One of
the most impacting moments of the trip happened when we were handing out food bags. We walked
up to a nice looking house and an older woman came to the gate. She began to cry after we handed
her the food bag, explaining to us that the only thing she had left in her house to eat or drink was
coffee. She told us that she had prayed to God that morning for anything that would help her get a
job or provide her with food. In that instance, I truly felt like I was being used as the hands and feet of
God, and that God answered that woman’s prayers. I will carry the experience of Cost Rica with me
forever and continue to serve in God’s name.
Thank you Mullins family for
helping make this trip
possible! ~ Lillie

Lillie and team filling the bags we decorated with rice and beans.

Rev. Ken Stewart is the Senior Pastor at Mullins United Methodist Church. Pictured here with his
daughter, LeeAnn.

LeeAnn is a college student and works part-time at the Capital
Grille. She is a veteran missioner having accompanied her
father to Nicaragua. LeeAnn loves to travel and be on the go.
She is a young adult friend of the Mullins Youth and helped
serve as one of our adult leaders in Costa Rica. The youth
really loved getting the scoop about the Ken Dog from
LeeAnn! Thank you for being so much fun while serving along
side us on this trip. Camille found her delightful except in the
mornings when she was the unlucky one to have to wake her
up!

LeeAnn with team members including
Rachael and Cece.

Rev. Ken Stewart
Dubbed the “Ken Dog” by his team, Ken garnered a reputation by carrying, effortlessly it appeared,
giant water containers and heavy bundles of rice and beans on his shoulders when loading supplies
on the buses. You may be surprised to learn that Rev. Ken is also a budding balloon artist. He
thrilled children for hours during Bible Camp with his creations.

The Ken Dog

When asked about the trip, Ken said, “It was amazing. I am so proud of the wonderful work our youth
did while witnessing to God’s abundance and sharing in God’s grace!”

Ken and team members pray with a boy after giving him a food
bag.

John Thomas Hare, aka, JT, with two new friends
from Bible Camp.
JT is a homeschooled senior, an active Scout and
recently became one of the new “co-presidents” of the
youth group.
John Thomas loved meeting such a diverse group of
people while in Costa Rica—children, families and
volunteers from around the world. He has a heart for
serving God and was really in his element, working side
by side people he had only just met.
JT is always fun yet focused when things need to be
done. He would give you the shirt off his back—or
maybe the shoes off his feet judging by this picture. He
is a great leader—mostly by example and the way he
lives out his faith. JT is quick to respond to people’s
needs and prayer requests.

JT made lots of friends in Costa Rica!

Thousands of children . . .

Martha Harmon in front of the world’s largest oxcart. Callie and Zoe in background.
My name is Martha Harmon. I am a member of Mullins United Methodist Church, the Youth Council and
volunteer with the youth every Sunday and for special events. I wanted to go to Costa Rica because I wanted
to help people who really needed it. It was also a good chance to see a part of the world that I knew nothing
about. I also knew that Camille needed someone to help her and to be her sounding board.
The trip was a big eye opener. Seeing the way poor people live in a developing country in person is so much
more effective than seeing it on TV or in the movies. I got a real education on this trip. I learned that people
who have very little can be happy with what they have and that the children look out for each other no matter
what they are doing. When one of their siblings needs help they come running. I also learned that they are
very appreciative of all the help that comes their way at least through this organization, Rice and Beans. All
the people that I came in contact with were all very friendly and ready to help you whenever you needed it.
One of the stories I came home with was at one of the houses I was chosen to give the food, give the little talk,
and to say the prayer. It turned out park missionaries lived there. After finding out who lived there and that
they wanted us to pray with them for their families and for their mission, we held hands and I said the prayer.
After saying the prayer, I needed to turn around so that she could not see me cry. I was told to turn back
around because she wanted to thank me. I turned around and we hugged and she kissed me on the cheek.
We were both crying!
On the last day in the field, a little girl came up to me and handed me a small piece of paper. When I opened
it, I read “I Love with a heart
“. That really touched me. I thanked her very much and she went on her way
with a big smile on her face.
Thanks you Mullins ~ Martha

Two thousand, four hundred and families . . .

Callie Likley

In her own words: Costa Rica was truly life
changing. This trip really made me have a
different outlook on life. I didn't realize how lucky
and blessed I am until I saw the living conditions
in Costa Rica. The people there have little to
nothing and are so happy and willing to give all
they can. I am so glad I got the chance to serve
God on this trip.
Thanks Mullins! ~ Calllie
Callie Likley (top 2nd from left) is a senior at
White Station High School, and lifelong member
at Mullins UMC. She is an active youth member
serving as the Youth Conference
Representative and a Delegate to Annual
Conference for the 2016-17 year.

Over just four days . . .

Rachael Scarbrough
Rachael is a long-time member at Mullins UMC.
Graduated from Lambuth University and now serves as
the Childrens’ Director at Mullins UMC. She is a prior
youth member and now serves as an adult member on
the youth council. Rachael loves serving God’s church
and traveling. She found her niche in face-painting
during Bible Camp in Costa Rica. She discovered that
face-painting helps cross the language barrier and
makes God stories colorful and fun!
Thanks
Mullins! ~
Rachael

Cece
Cordera
(pictured
on the
right with
Rachael
and
below) is a senior at St. George’s, has a passion for
serving God by serving God’s people and is passionate
about God’s justice. She stays busy working as a
nanny and holds another part-time job. Cece loves her
church. It is rare to find her missing from the pews on a
Sunday morning!
Thanks Mullins! ~ Cece

Ellen Weaver
Ellen is a senior at Westminster Academy. She is a life-long member of Mullins UMC and has been a
active part of the youth group serving as the Youth Conference Representative and Delegate to
Annual Conference last year. In her own words:
Spending a week in Costa Rica was truly amazing. I was able to experience God's presence in
some of the poorest neighborhoods and homes, and the people we served were so faithful and
grateful for our service. God truly has his hand on the people of Costa Rica. Thank you
Mullins! ~ Ellen

Left to right: Hannah Kiihnl and Ellen Weaver.

Received thousands of pounds of food . . .

Hannah Kiihnl
Hannah is a senior at White Station High School. She has been
attending youth at Mullins for several years and joined Mullins UMC
on Sunday, August 21, 2016. Hannah is currently serving as the
Secretary of the Youth Group and is a great leader. She loves
participating in theater. Hannah has a love for serving God by
serving others. Thanks Mullins! ~ Hannah.

Hannah and Cece at zip line.

Maddie Jackson
Maddie with a new friend at Bible
Camp.
Maddie is a senior at White Station
High School. She has been attending
youth at Mullins for several years and is currently serving as the Mission/Fundraising Team Chairperson.
Maddie loves children and has deep compassion for children in need. Maddie seeks creative ways to be to be
a God-filled presence with children and friends.

Hundreds of prayers . . .

Zoe Woody

Zoe running from the goose in a game of Duck, Duck, Goose at Bible Camp. She ended in the boiling pot! Zoe
is a sophomore at White Station High School.
Zoe is an active member of the Mullins congregation and youth, serving as the youth vice president this year.
Zoe was the only youth member of our mission team that got so sick that we had to take her to a pharmacy in
town. Despite her REAL fear of needles, she got the shot, the prescription, and the hydrating drink that the
Costa Ricans are experts in healing the sensitive American stomach! Part of her experience of God came from
a family at Basecamp that took care of her while the rest of the youth were out in the field—a couple--Paulo,
Cece, and their daughter Rachael. After seeing that Zoe was ill, Cece fixed Zoe a special blend of herbs and
tea leaves. A few hours later She and her daughter Rachael, came up the steps to our cabin balcony with a
table and chairs to eat outside, the best homemade
chicken soup ever. Later that evening, after an adventure
with Paulo and a cab ride into town, they served us a
beautiful dinner, including a thermos full of awesome
Costa Rican coffee for Camille. Zoe didn’t let her physical
challenges stop her from serving and having a great time.
She brings the bright light of Christ wherever she goes!

Zoe sharing her poncho with Maria when it started raining buckets
during our food deliveries. Photo bomber: Pastor Eddie.

Bible Stories, Fun and Games!

Delivering Rice & Beans Bags &
Sharing together in Prayer

Landscapes & Landmarks

And thirteen Mullins UMC missionaries had a trip of a lifetime!
Were transformed and blessed beyond measure! Thanks be to God, and . . .

Thank you Mullins UMC Family!

